Malalignment Correction of the Lower Limb Before, During, and After Total Ankle Arthroplasty.
One of the main challenges in ankle replacement is correction of any deformities in the operative limb. Deformity can be found proximal and distal to the ankle joint as well as in the ankle joint. There are static and dynamic deformities that can create unbalanced ankle joints causing early and often catastrophic failure. Surgeons must recognize the deformities that are present and use sound judgment to balance the ankle joint with procedures before, during, or after total ankle implantation. This article helps clinicians to identify deformity and provides a basic template to consider how to address each challenge.